Titleof Regulations; 18 VAC 85-50-10 et seq. Regulations Governingthe
Practice of Physician Assistants
18 VAC 85-50-10. Definitions

The following words and terms shdl have the meanings ascribed to them in § 54.1-2900 of
the Code of Virginia

llBoardll
“Phydcdian assgant”

The following words and terms, when usad in this chepter, shdl have the following
meanings, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:

"Committee” means the Advisory Committee on Physcian Assgtants as pecified in §
54.1-2950.1 of the Code of Virginia.

"Group practice” means the practice of a group of two or more doctors of medicine,
osteopathy, or podiatry licensed by the board who practice as a partnership or
professiona corporation.

"Institution” means a hospitd, nurang home or other hedth care facility, community
hedth center, public hedth center, indudgtrid medicine or corporation clinic, a medica
sarvice facility, student hedlth center, or other setting gpproved by the board.

"NCCPA" means the Nationa Commission on Certification of Physician Assgants.

"Protocol” means a set of directions developed by the supervisng physician that defines
the supervisory reaionship between the physician assgant and the physcian and the
circumstances under which the physician will see and evauate the patient.

"Supervision” means

1. "Alternate supervising physician" means a member of the same group or professona
corporation or partnership of any licensee, any hospitd or any commercid enterprise
with the supervisng physcian.  Such dternding supervisng phydcian shdl be a
physician licensed in the Commonwedth who has registered with the board and who
has accepted responsibility for the supervison of the service that a physician assstant
renders.



"Direct supervision" means the physician is in the room in which a procedure is being
performed.

"General supervision” means the supervisng physician is eedly available and can be
physicaly present within one hour.

"Personal supervision" means the supervising physician is within the fadility in which
the phydcian assgtant is functioning.

"Supervising physician” means the doctor of medicine, osteopathy, or podiatry
licensed in the Commonwedlth who has accepted responghbility for the supervison of
the service that a physician assstant renders.

18 VAC 85-50-130. Qualificationsfor approval of prescriptive authority.

An gpplicant for prescriptive authority shall meet the following requirements:

1.

2.

Hold a current, unrestricted license as a physician assstant in the Commonwedth;

Submit a protocol acceptable to the board as defired-in—18VAC-85-50-50-B—=2
prescribed in 18 VAC 85-50-101. This protocol must be approved by the board prior
to issuance of prescriptive authority;

Submit evidence of successful passing of the NCCPA exam; and

Submit evidence of successful completion of a minimum of 35 hours of acceptable
training to the board in pharmacology.

18 VAC 85-50-140. Approved Fermulary drugs and devices.

A. The approved fermulary—of drugs and devices which the phydcian assgant with
precriptive authority may prescribe, administer, or dispense manufecturers professond
samples dhdl irelude be in accordance with provisons of § 54.1-2952.1 of the Code of
Virginia




B. The phydcian assstant may prescribe only those categories of drugs and devices

incdluded n—the—approved—formulan—and in the practice agreement as submitted for
authorizetion.  The supervisng physician retains the authority to redrict certain drugs within
these approved categories.

C. The physician assstant, pursuant to 854.1-2952.1 of the Code of Virginia, shal only
dispense manufacturers professond samples or administer controlled substances in good
faith for medica or thergpeutic purposes within the course of his professond practice.

18 VAC 85-50-150. Protocol regarding prescriptive authority.

A. A phydscian assgant with prescriptive authority may prescribe only within the scope

of the written protocol as specified-r-18-VAC-85-50-50-B-2 prescribed in 18 VAC 85-50-
101.

B. A new protocol must be submitted with initid gpplication for prescriptive authority
and with the application for each biennid renewd, if there have been any changes in
supervision, authorization or scope of practice.



